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How is adoption different from whāngai?
What this webpage is about
This webpage from Kōnae - My Records Guide (www.konae.org.nz) explains the difference between adoption and whāngai.
What is Whāngai?
Whāngai is customary Māori adoption, where the wider whānau is involved in the decision that a child be raised by a relative rather than their birth parents.
With a whāngai arrangement, there are usually only records if Oranga Tamariki or the Māori Land Court are involved. 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Learn more about whāngai (www.konae.org.nz/whangai). 
Adoption normally refers to ‘formal adoption’, where the Family Court makes the adoption order. 
This means that with a formal adoption, the order is created by the Family Court, and then registered by Births, Deaths and Marriages (www.tinyurl.com/zxym4ucb).
Oranga Tamariki will hold a record of an adoption if it was involved in the adoption process.  
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